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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

Tn the Mattay of:

amendments of Section 97
as 1t relates to propossd
changes in the way Morse
Code exemptions for Vv
handicapped applicants arve
handled in the amateur

Radio Service Rule(s).

~.,
S
&

R N
&
ol
4,
s
N

COMMENT/OBJECTION TO THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY
LEAGUES’S PETITION OF SEPTEMBER 23RD, 1997
FOR CHANGES IN THE MORSE CODE EXEMPTION
PROCEDURES FOR SEVERELY HANDICAPPED
APPLICANTS IN THE AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE

T awn NANCY LEE RACHELS and resids at 3224 Tarvagrove Dhviwve,

Tampa, Florida 336£18-2562, Telephone 813-961-3441 . T currently

hold Technician License KF4UST in the Amateur Radio Servvios.
T object o the Amervican Radio Relay Leagues’s Septamber 237d,

1997, PETITION FOR CHANGES IN THE MORSE CODE FEXEMPTTON PROCEDURES
FOR SEVERELY HANDICAPPED APPLICANTS IN THE AMATEUR RADTO SERVICE
for the following reasons:

1. The proposed modifications would vequire a candidats to
attempt a Morse Code test with any and all necessary accommodat Lons
prior Lo being granted a walver . Why require a fallure of a test
undey special accommodations befove granting exemphtion, it Just
does not seem to logleally follow. I a candidabe has a signed
sxenption from a certifying ehyslcian, why should the candidate

make any «ffort to ps

a teat ., The best bthat could be hoped foy
is a half hearted attempt Lo zmatisfy the tsst vegulrement baocause

Lhe  rveguirement wWwill Bye satiasfied with t e phyaician’s
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cevitification, T  teach full-time In a Community College;
therefore, T believe my experviencs gives some lnsight nto the
testing attitude of individuals.

2. The proposed modificstion would peymit the VYolunteey
Fxaminey Coordinators to rveqguest medical information pertinent Lo
an applicant’s handicap From the certifyving physician and to have
this iaformation on file befove the application is forvwarded to the
FCC for processing. By implicatrion the ARP. iz rvequesting the

kT

vight and the veqguirvement of the VED to esvaluate the certifying

physiclan diagnosis and conclusions . What if the VYEC coneludes the

certifying physician ls  wrong o1 incorvect

upon  the
physician’s medical statsment , who would be corvect the certifying
physician or the VEC. Since the certifying physician is supplying
information to the VEC, logic savs i the VEC is in Jdisagreement

2

the application will be held up andsor possibility not proce:

wof

The VEC 1o npnob bthe o0 and

not have any veason Yoo know

anything move that what is currvently contained in the certifying
ptveician’s statement . T the FOO wishes additional information
thig vight of ingquivy and determination is granted to the FCO by

the applicant.

T The pyoposed modification would veguire the vYolunbesy

Fxaming: Coovdinator to have information in suppovt from the
certifying physician on File before the application is processed.
In addition to the reasons expressed in Pavagraph 2 above, there is
the question of the security, both internally and extsynally, of
the applicant s medical information. Alwso vaised s the question

of Just how much information would have to be provided the VEC by
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the certifving physician. Both of these questions are open snded.
If the FCC wishes to know the axtent and basis of the maedical
sxemptlov, then 1L not the VEC should make Lhe snaguivy, that is
from medical personnel at the FOC to the certifying physician when
there is a reasonable baslis to believe the certification has been
Linpv oper 1y granted.

WHEREFORE , hased upon the reasons stated, 1t lg veguestad that
the Amev ican Radio Relay lLeagus s September 23vd, 1997, PETITION
FOR CHANGES IN THE MORSE CODE EXEMPTION PROCEDURES FOR SEVERELY
HANDICAPPED APPLICANTS IN THE AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE be denised in
total . Attached 15 a copy of the avticle upon which T base my
knowledged of the contents of tLhe Petiltion.

Dabted:  Wednesday, Movember 26th, 1997,
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\ NANGY LEE RACHELS, KF4UST
3224 .didjtuxw Dy ive

o, Florida 36182562
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fiscqipd by polifle under Flo;
ner"Jaw earlicgithis year. O
volvild in a migbr accident

subgiiquently dited by poli@@ in Davie,
Florj#a, allegedily for breakinfistate law by
haville radios ifhis car cap: of receiv-
ing folice freqliencies. Alth@hgh the law
spediically ex@impts hams, Javie police
impginded Osfiorn’s equiprient anyway

becaise he cofld not prod

tick@—lost dling a recent fhove. Even
aftefDsborn siwed Davie flice a copy
of hi§ license, futhorities reffised to drop
the qarges or @ return his ralfos. Osborn

lateqlearned tifit police mi
percll with his efinipment, pos

ing W and voidifle warranties
exander Kaplan, 4QBU, of
Boclf Raton—af ARRL Voluliteer Coun-

sel presente@Osborn. Joh
NI1KB, of the ARRL Regulat
tionjBranch, suglied inform
eral freemption

Shuger dismiss@l the case d@missed in
Auggst. Shutter i
requie hams to fve their liceges in their
poss@sion, as loghl police had
also fited federalpre-emption
tion & hams und
makdlit illegal (qbossess scanfing radios
capafile of receiviig public saf
gendll frequenciel Florida’s la
scanflers in vehicls and in retail @ores, but
not ifl homes.

SButter orderel Davie policef§o return
Osbd@n’s radio eduipment and t@provide
an afffidavit speciffing “who, w
whef@ and how thfl radios were
and hat was dorlg to them.” O
geed hiW radios.

ARRL SEEKS CHANGES TOCW
WAIVER RU

i¢ AKKL has asked the FCC to change
the way Morse code exam exemptions for
severely handicapped applicants are
handled. The League wants to change the
procedural requirements in Part 97 that must
be met, prior to granting examination credit.

Under the League’s proposed changes, a
candidate at least would have to attempt the
CW test—with any and all necessary accom-
modations-—before being granted an exam
waiver based on a physician’s certification.
Also, Volunteer Examiner Coordinators
(VECs) would be entitled to request medical
information pertinent to an applicant’s
handicap from the certifying physician.
VEC:s also would be required to have this
information on file before the application is
forwarded to the FCC for processing.

In its petition filed September 23, the
League said the two “rather minor changes”
are needed to restrict the waiver process to
use by severely handicapped individuals
“for whom the process was intended in the
first place and who deserve the substantive
accommodation.” The League also said the
changes would *“stem abuses” of the waiver
system without putting unreasonable bur-
dens on examinees.
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O QUENTIAL CALL SIGN UPDATE
[1& » T'A. 6‘.: 2 o L) S .1‘:» .Z“O i “ :.‘ :.‘ ,:., s U ..i'l‘ ‘ }
District Group B Group C
Advanced Tech/Gen g
7] ABP KIOKE ++ COCAA
1 AA1SS KE1IP KB1CFD
2 AB2EH KG2MP KC2CLQ
3 AA3QI 3/ KB3BvVI
L4 AF4FS ACHAE KF
5 ACS5NX KM5 ++ KD5CIQ
6 ADGDF KQSR, ++ KF6NMB
7 AB7WM K - + KC7ZHD
8 AB8BG SOV KC8IOH
9 AASUY GILK ++ KBORLN
N Mariana Island NHOB AHRAY KHBG WHOABI
Guam ++ AH2DE KH2SL WH2ANV
Hawaii ALY AH6PD KH7GU SDE!
American Samoa, 8P AHBAH KHBDK BF
Alaska . ALOF AL7QU KLOKK WL7
Virgin Islapg ++ KP2CM NP2JT WP2ALJ
Puertg o NP30O KP38C NP3RE WP4NMM
+4Mf call signs in this group have been issued in this district.

The CW waiver system has been in ef-
fect for seven years. The League says that
experience has shown that many applicants
without severe handicaps “have abused the
process” by obtaining physicians’ certifi-
cations of inability to pass the telegraphy
examination. At present, 8% of those ap-
plying through the ARRL-VEC have re-
quested a medical exemption from the
higher-speed code requirement. Another
large VEC reports similar experience.

FCC rules requires volunteer examiners
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to exercise broad latitude in administering
CW exams to accommodate handicapped
applicants. Instead, the League observed
in its filing, there is “a tendency for appli-
cants to seek exemptions instead” of
accommodations.

As of press time, this petition had not
been given a rulemaking (RM) number.

FC@Q ADMINISTRAVE LAW JUDGE
REJFFIRMS KV4F3 DECISION
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